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DREAMFLIGHT

BENJAMIN E. DANIEL



How Dreamflight Got Me Back Into Music

Music has been a passion of mine since I was a child.  I grew up playing piano and started trombone in school band.  

I tried my hand at composing in high school and college in the early 1990’s, but I never did much with what I wrote.  Time passed, and for

a while, I got away from music.  Then after buying a house, I inherited a piano.   One day I sat down to it and played a melody, which I had

composed, long, long ago in early high school.

While playing it, my wife, who was in the adjacent kitchen, heard the music and asked “Ben, what is that?”.  

I chuckled and asked, “Do you like that?  Is that good?” 

She said, “Yes. What is that?”  With a bit of a laugh I said, “I wrote that.” 

(Now she has known me my entire adult life) She asked with curiosity, “When did you write that?”

I replied, almost dismissively, “When I was in ninth grade.” 

And she said, “WHAT?!?”

I said, “Yes! Do you like that?  I mean … is that good?”

She said, ‘Ben!?! I think you could have been a great composer.”

I was shocked and inspired, and I thought to myself … ‘Lets find out, we’re going to find out … if Ben Daniel could have 

been a great composer’.  So I developed that melody into a full work for piano.  When I thought it was ready to publish, I reached

out to a former band director my school to ask for his advice.  He agreed to mentor me in composition and he recommended that I 

arrange the piece for symphonic band because “it wants to be a bigger piece than something you play on piano”.  I knew he was right, and 

hence I arranged the work for symphonic band. 

�

Program Notes

Dreamflight is the first work for symphonic band by Benjamin E. Daniel.    The composer wrote the main melody for the piece, which 

has often been described as a movie theme, when he was an adolescent in high school.  While he did not pursue music as a career, he 

remained keenly interested in music past his high school and college days.  After many years, passing through graduate school and starting 

his career in technology, he inherited a piano in 2009. In 2011, he played a melody he wrote back in high school. When his wife 

heard it, she was shocked to hear that he had written it.  She encouraged him to develop it, and so he did.

His first draft of the piece was for piano. He pitched the piece to William Locklear, a professional musician who was a former band director

of his high school.  Locklear advised him to arrange it for symphonic band, which he did. The piece received its premiere in 2016 by the 

Carrollton High School Wind Ensemble under the direction of Mr. Christopher Carr.

Dreamflight depicts four scenes from a flying dream.  The first scene is called ‘Finding the Wings’.  This is a peaceful, moderato 

movement that builds up in intensity into the following movement, ‘Thrill of Flight’.  ‘Thrill of Flight’ is an allegro march-like 

movement that combines emotions of exhilaration and fear.  The movement is meant to convey the bravery, fun, and sometimes, danger

of flying.  Near the end of the movement, listen for the tension in the chords that lead up to a descending chromatic scale.  This is 

meant to capture the feeling of tumbling out of the sky.  However, the flyer recovers and moves on into the next scene.  ‘Thrill of Flight’ 

is followed by a slower interlude leading to the next movement called ‘Gliding’.  ‘Gliding’  (adagio moderato) begins softly with a peaceful 

melody, but then it moves into a section with building harmonic tension, its volume rises and the movement resolves to the original

melody, but it is played as a grand rhapsody by the entire ensemble.   The movement closes with a soft recapitulation of its main melody

with a dissonant note sequence that resolves to the tonic chord. The final movement, ‘Ever Skyward’, begins abruptly with a sharp staccato

note.  This is a spirited movement that revisits the three previous melodies heard in the earlier movements, but it finishes with a build up to

the theme heard in ‘Thrill of Flight’, which finishes with a grand climax.  The name ‘Ever Skyward’ comes from the Leonardo Da Vinci

quote, “For once you have tasted flight, you will forever walk with your eyes turned skyward, for there you have been, and there you will

long to return.” 

�

Composer Bio

Ben Daniel (1976 - ) is a native of Springfield, Georgia.  

Music Education and Experience 

1983 – Piano with local teacher

1987 – 1994 – Trombone in Effingham County School Bands, under the direction of Don Schofield

1993 – Georgia All State Band (Trombone)

1994 – 1995 Georgia All State Band, Principal Trombone in High School Wind Ensemble, John Philip Sousa Award Recipient, 

University of Georgia Redcoat Band, University of Georgia Trombone Choir

2012 – Studied with composer and arranger William Locklear

2013 – Choir conductor for Lord of Life Lutheran Church in Alpharetta, Ga.

2014 – Premiere of symphonic composition for Band and Choir, American Heritage

2016 – Premiere of symphonic composition, Dreamflight

2016 – Music coordinator and choir director for Veterans Day Celebration at The Home Depot Corporate Headquarters. American

Heritage featured at celebration.

Ben holds a Bachelor of Business Administration in Management Information Systems (1999) and an MBA (2007) from The University

of Georgia.
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